
Port Neches-Groves Independent School District
Minutes of School Health Advisory Council

September 21, 2021

Present:
Mike Arnaud Melissa Nunnelly Sgt. Clint Nichols
Amber Comeaux Cyrus Bronson Cliff Carlin
Staci Guarnere Kim Hall Adriann Martin
Janna Beebe Emily Faircloth Kelley Wueller
Peggy Selman Ann Daniels Brett McPhatter
Taryn McCoy Brooke Landry

Absent:
Paige Austin Florinda Ceja Sai Gelivi
Amy Gassen Julie Gauthier Amy Howard
Rachel Lawson Joy Gammill Melissa McCullough
Jayme Musgrove Kari Vital Amy Wolfe

Introductions
Brett McPhatter, High School Curriculum Coordinator, welcomed new members to the School
Health Advisory Council and expressed his thanks for their participation and input concerning
health and wellness initiatives in PN-GISD. Committee members represent grade levels K-12
and include parents, community and business members, a PN-G High School student, and school
personnel.

Charge of Committee
State law requires every school district to have a School Health Advisory Council to provide
input on health-related activities and health education instruction. The board appoints and
nominates members to the committee with a majority of members being parents who are not
employed by the school district. Mr. McPhatter commended the committee for their role in
several successful initiatives during the past school year. The council elected Jana Beebe as the
Facilitator.

Child Nutrition Update
Melissa Nunnelly, Director of Child Nutrition, discussed how the state approved a waiver for all
breakfast and lunches to be free to the students this year. There is a shortage of food items due to
COVID.

School Safety Update
Officer Clint Nichols spoke about vaping in the schools. The high school has already had 16
cases and 5 of these had the THC. Groves Middle School has had 2 vape cases and he did not
have reports from the other schools. There is a new TikTok Challenge happening right now and it
is happening at our schools. The students are videoing vandalism of bathrooms and stealing soap
dispensers and other things they can take off the walls. We have also had to have more security
for football games due to fighting. Some of the high school administrators are volunteering to
help with security as well as paid officers. The district has hired a School Marshall, Darren



Terrell to help protect our elementary schools. Brett McPhatter spoke on the vape education
being offered to the students that will take the place of one day in ISS. The website is called
catchmybreath.org. The high school now has vape sensors in all of the bathrooms and cameras at
the bathroom entrances. This makes it easier to find who is vaping in the bathrooms.

Mental Health Update
Brooke Landry and Taryn McCoy explained the process of our Mental Health Screenings that is
taking place with the freshman, sophomore and junior classes this year. So far we have screened
252 juniors and have already taken action to get the at-risk students the help they need. We will
start on the sophomore and freshman classes. Samaritan Counseling has community partners that
help with providing food and smoke alarms to families in our district.

Flu/COVID-19 Awareness Update
Staci Guarnere reported that we did have flu vaccines available on campuses tomorrow (9/21).
CDC updated their guidance 10 days ago (9/16/2021) for the waiting period between receiving

the flu vaccine and COVID vaccines. The guidance states there does NOT need to be a waiting

period between the 2 vaccines, and if warranted they can be given together. Also, the flu vaccine

this year is a quadrivalent vaccine which means it is designed to help prevent 4 different types of

flu virus. https://www.cdc.gov/flu/season/faq-flu-season-2021-2022.htm#coadmin

COVID-19 safety is a huge concern for everyone. Our numbers are higher right now compared
to last year.

Legislative Update
Brett McPhatter gave an update on the State Board of Education TEKS for Health/PE adoption
for 2022-2023. The district has chosen to exclude teaching on human sexuality. The parents in
the district do not feel comfortable with this being taught at such an early age. There is a
statement on the District website for the public to see.

Fitnessgram Assessment
The district purchased a new program last year from US Games. Andrea Martin let
us know that some of the new teachers need to be added to this program.

Meeting Schedule
The next meeting will be Tuesday, November 9, 2021- 9:00 a.m. at PNGHS LGI
Future meeting dates are:

● Tuesday, January 18, 2022 -9:00 a.m.
● Tuesday, April 12, 2022 - 11:00 a.m.

The meeting was called to order at 9:05 a.m.
The meeting was adjourned at 9:41 a.m.
Minutes Submitted by:  Peggy Selman
School Health Advisory Council
September 21, 2021


